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* Office Action Summary 



Application No. 

09/990,410 



Examiner 

Scott Bushey 



Applicant(s) 

ZONE ETAL 



Art Unit 

1724 



Period foT ZpT UNG ° ATE C ° mmUniCati0n appearS on cw er sheet the corresp ondence address - 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION ' ( 1 

' a^l^ .nnoevenuoweve^ayarepl^e^y^ 

Status 

1 )IS Responsive to communication(s) filed on 02 June 2003 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)B This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
Disposition ofcia'ims 00 6 ^ ^ Pr3CtiCe Und6r E * ^ 1935 C D - 1 1 453 0 G - 213 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1^20 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 3.7-10.13 and 17-90 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) E Claim(s) 1.2.4-6.11.12 and 14-1 fi te/ ar » ra^M 

7) Q Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 
10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

1 1 )□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)DAII b)Q Some*c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 



3.Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Staoe 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7 2(a)) 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

1 4) Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e) (to a provisional application), 
a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 
Attachment(s) 

1) H Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) Q (nten , ew s 

3 M n °TT S ° n c Pat6nt DraWin9 ^ (PT ° _948) 5) D N0tiCe 0f ,nformal Pate * A PP»n (PTO-1^T * 

3) L£l Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) 2$hts . 6) □ Other: 
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Part of Paper No. 11 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Election/Restrictions 



1. Applicant's election with traverse of Group I 5 claims 1-9, and 11-18, and further the 
election of Species B, as depicted by Figures 6A and 6B, without traverse in Paper No. 10 is 
acknowledged. The traversal is on the grounds that the Examiner has not demonstrated that there 
would be serious burden to examine all of the inventions, including non-elected inventions 
drawn to a cryogenic air separation process and a method of assembling an exchange column. 
This is not found persuasive because the search required for the elected invention does not 
extend to the areas required for the non-elected inventions. 

The requirement is still deemed proper and is therefore made FINAL. 



2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 



3. Claims 1, 2, 4, 6, 11, 12, 14, and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly 
anticipated by Bruckert (Fig. 5). 

4. Claims 1, 2, 5, 11, 12, and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly 
anticipated by Bentham (Figs. 1 and 2). 



5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



Conclusion 
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6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Scott Bushey whose telephone number is (703) 308-358 1 . The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 6:30AM-5 :00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Blaine R. Copenheaver can be reached on (703) 308-1261. The fax phone numbers 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 305-7718 for 
regular communications and (703) 872-931 1 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0661. 



Scott Bushey 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1724 
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